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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 
Terratest (Pty) Ltd. has been appointed by JG Afrika (Pty) Ltd., on behalf the KwaZulu- Natal 

Department of Transport (DoT) to undertake the environmental services required for the proposed, re-

alignment of P608-D604 within Ward 6 of the Greater Kokstad Municipality (GKM) under the Harry 

Gwala District Municipality (HGDM). The project location is approximately 15km north-east of the 

Kokstad CBD towards Port Shepstone as presented in the Locality Map presented as Figure 1.1 and 

in Appendix A.  

 

 
Figure 1-1: Project Locality Map 

 

The proposed activities can be summarised as follows:  

¶ Closure of the current access points of the P608 and D604 to the N2, access to P608 and D604 

will be limited to the proposed N2 intersection and there will also be the closure of some 

sections of the P608 (±274m) and the D604 (± 800m) (see Figure 1-2);  

¶ New Intersection on the N2 at 30°31'48.30"S; 29°32'10.43"E ( about 200m north of the Pink 

Church landmark) to cater for turning lanes and other key infrastructure to allow vehicles to turn 

off the N2 and onto the new intersections of the N2 with P608 and the D604;  

¶ P608- the section of the P608 from the N2 will be a gravel road of approximately 480m before 

joining the current P608 at 30°31'48.06"S; 29°31'57.41"E;  

¶ D604- a gravel road of approximately 2km from the N2 intersection before joining the current 

road at 30°32'31.55"S; 29°32'49.26"E). The proposed D604 will include infrastructure such as 

culverts and other infrastructure to cater for watercourse crossings and stormwater 

management, road signs, fencing, etc. 

¶ New private access road from new D604 ï at 30°32'18.45"S; 29°32'40.52"E, the new road will 

provide access to an adjacent farm.  
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A study of the Listing Notices of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 

1998), Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, indicated that the proposed 

project requires an application for Environmental Authorisation for which all legislative requirements 

must be adhered to.  

 

The National Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment (DFFE) issued a Notice for the 

compulsory submission of a report based on the Screening Tool when undertaking and submitting 

applications for Environmental Authorisation. The Notice was published in Government Notice No. 960, 

Government Gazette 42561 of 05 July 2019. Related to the above and applicable once a Screening 

Report has been compiled are the óProcedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting 

on Identified Environmental Themes in terms of Section 24 (5) (a) and (h) and 44 of the National 

Environmental Management Act (107 of 1998) when applying for Environmental Authorisationô which 

were published in Government Notice No. 320, Government Gazette 43110 of 20 March 2020.  

 

These procedures prescribe the requirements for undertaking site sensitivity verification reports as well 

as describe the requirements for specialist input per environmental theme in the Screening Tool.  

 

According to the abovementioned Notice, the site sensitivity verification report must be recorded in the 

form of a report that:  

a) Confirms or disputes the current use of the land and the environmental sensitivity as identified 

by the screening tool, such as a new development or infrastructure, the change in vegetation 

cover or status, etc.  

b) Contain motivation and evidence of either the verified or different use of the land and 

environmental sensitivity.  

c) Must be submitted together with the relevant assessment report prepared in accordance with 

the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (EIA Regulations), 

2014 (as amended) promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 

(No. 107 of 1998; NEMA) for the proposed project. 

 

As per above the requirements, this report is the Site Sensitivity Verification Report (SSVR)  and 

provides a verification for which environmental themes will be further investigated and the need for 

Specialist Studies discussed.  

 

It is important to mention that this SSVR report is intended to cover all possible specialist studies that 

have been identified for the proposed project.  

2. SITE ASSESSMENT AND DETERMINATION OF SITE SENSITIVITY  

The approach for the site assessment and sensitivity verification included the following: 

¶ A desktop analysis: a review of available biodiversity and wetland mapping, and satellite 

imagery;  

¶ Initial site inspections were conducted in January 2023 by the Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP). 

 

3. DESKTOP ASSESSMENT 

3.1 Themes and Environmental Sensitivity Identified by the Screening Tool 

A Screening Tool Report was generated for the proposed Elgin Road project using the national 

web-based Environmental Screening Tool, as required by the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as 

amended). Table 3-1 indicates the level of sensitivity of each of the environmental themes identified 

within the National Web-based Screening Tool Report.  
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Figure 3-1: Themes and sensitivities 

 
The specialist assessments picked up by the screening tool are as follows:  

¶ Agricultural Impact Assessment;  

¶ Landscape/Visual Impact Assessment; 

¶ Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment;  

¶ Palaeontology Impact Assessment;  

¶ Terrestrial Biodiversity Impact Assessment;  

¶ Aquatic Biodiversity Impact Assessment;  

¶ Noise Impact Assessment;  

¶ Traffic Impact Assessment;  

¶ Geotechnical Assessment;  

¶ Socio-Economic Assessment;  

¶ Ambient Air Quality Impact Assessment;  

¶ Plant Species Assessment; and  

¶ Animal Species Assessment.  

 
Of the possible studies that may need to be undertaken, mapping exercises will only be limited to the 
Critical Biodiversity Areas and Ecological Support Areas as well as the Hydrology and will be based 
on a desktop study.  
 

3.2 Critical Biodiversity Areas and use of land  

 
Figure 3-2 indicates that a Critical Biodiversity Areas occurs on western end of the project, on the 

realignment of the P608. An Ecological Support area occurs outside the proposed project area in a 

Westerly direction.  
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Figure 3-2: Critical Biodiversity Area 1 and Ecological Support Area distribution around the 

project area 

The re-alignment is proposed within an area on which crop farming seems to currently take place after 
commencing several years earlier as is evident from  
 

 
Figure 3-3: 2014 Aerial Image 
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Figure 3-4: 2019 Aerial Image 

3.3 Hydrology 

 
The Amanzanyama River occurs west of the site and will not be directly affected by the proposed 
development. Several wetlands in close vicinity to the site and include a watercourse that is proposed 
to be crossed through a culvert along the D604 realignment.  
(Figure 3.5).  
 

 

Figure 3-5: Watercourses around the study area
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4. SENSITIVITY VERIFICATION  

4.1 Response and Motivation in terms of identified environmental theme sensitivities and specialist assessments identified 

 
Table 4-1: Specialist Studies identified by the DFFE screening tool and EAPôs discussion 

Specialist 

assessment  

Sensitivity 

rating in by 

Screening  

Tool Report 

Study 

undertaken, 

YES/NO 

EAPôs motivation on way-forward for study   

Agricultural 

Impact 

Assessment  

HIGH  YES The re-alignments are proposed in areas in which agricultural activities occur and which will be 

affected by the proposed project. For this reason, an Agricultural Impact Assessment was undertaken. 

 

Figure 4-1: Drone image of the northern section of the project showing agricultural activities 
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Figure 4-2: View towards the South showing the orchard that the norhern end of the D604 
will run adjacent to 

 
Figure 4-3: Approximate point proposed for the new P608 intersection which will impact on 

crops 










